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· What are National ID Cards?

· New standards for identification within the United States

· most likely include name, birth date, sex, ID number, photo, and some form of “machine-readable technology” 

· What’s the deal with the Real ID Act?

· HR.418 – new legislation passed May 10, 2005

· Asylum reform

· Border fences

· Federal standards for drivers’ licenses

· Inadmissibility/deportability of terrorists

· Central database

· What are the issues?

· Interference within state law

· Privacy concerns

· Discrimination

· Immense cost

· Supporters

· Include: primarily government officials, families of 9/11 victims, Numbers USA

· 700 websites against national ID cards; only three non-government sources supporting it

· Asylum Reform (within Real ID Act)

· Main argument of supporters: the Real ID act will deter terrorism

· “Abuse of the immigation system and a lack of interior immigration enforcement were unwittingly working together to support terrorist activity.” – 9/11 Commission Staff Monograph, pg. 46

· Border Fence

· 10 million illegal immigrants in the US today

· The Real ID Act provides for the completion of the border fence to protect the US naval base in San Diego

· “It is elemental to border security to know who is coming into the country. We must also be able to monitor and respond to entrances between our ports of entry.” – 9/11 Commission's final report, pg. 390

· Federal Standards for Drivers’ Licenses 

· The 19 terrorists on 9/11 had dozens of state-issued drivers’ licenses and ID cards

· (Coalition for a Secure Drivers’ License)

· Inadmissibility/Deportability of Terrorists

· “The immigration cases against suspected terrorists were often mired for years in bureaucratic struggles over alien rights and the adequacy of evidence.” – 9/11 staff monograph, pg. 143

· “Terrorists have become experts at using our legal system to prolong their stay in the hopes that they will have time to execute their plans.” – Numbers USA

· Um, this is a bad idea.

· Want to order a pizza?

· Opposing the National ID Cards

· Opponents include private citizens, technology experts, the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)

· Main argument: the inconsistencies of the cards as expressed in the Real ID Act will lead to further discrimination and power misuses

· Machine-Readable Technology?

· Inability to decide whether it will be national or decided by the states

· Pros and cons to each side

· Either way, the information for the national database would have to be in a standard format (not currently)

· Is this even that big of a deal?

· Lack of Limitations

· Neither the Real ID Act nor any further legislation sets limits on the use of national ID cards

· Includes:

· Who can use them to scan information

· What information can be scanned

· Common RFID worries – the distance from which they can be read

· Hidden Ultimatums

· Increased discrimination

· Many ethnic groups are already discriminated against

· The negative effects of asylum reform

· New guidelines for immigration judges to grant asylum on the basis of “demeanor”


· And the government?

· What have the government and main proponents of the national ID cards done to clarify the situation or mitigate the unclear circumstances?
