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National Press Photographers Association Code of Ethics

Photojournalists and those who manage visual news productions are accountable for upholding the following standards in their daily work:

1. Be accurate and comprehensive in the representation of subjects.

2. Resist being manipulated by staged photo opportunities.

3. Be complete and provide context when photographing or recording subjects. Avoid stereotyping individuals and groups. Recognize and work to avoid presenting one's own biases in the work.

4. Treat all subjects with respect and dignity. Give special consideration to vulnerable subjects and compassion to victims of crime or tragedy. Intrude on private moments of grief only when the public has an overriding and justifiable need to see.

5. While photographing subjects do not intentionally contribute to, alter, or seek to alter or influence events.

6. Editing should maintain the integrity of the photographic images' content and context. Do not manipulate images or add or alter sound in any way that can mislead viewers or misrepresent subjects.

7. Do not pay sources or subjects or reward them materially for information or participation.

8. Do not accept gifts, favors, or compensation from those who might seek to influence coverage.

9. Do not intentionally sabotage the efforts of other journalists.
Pros and Cons of Digital Manipulation
Cons:

· “Thinner is Better” Concept and trying to obtain an unrealistic vision of beauty.

· Leads to increase in eating disorders.

· Increases Public Slander.

· Costly process to weed out altered images.

· Gives misleading or false messages – causes public to be skeptical of image validity.

Pros:

· Photos are not pure reality anyway.

· Photographs have always been altered, why stop it now?

· Manipulating photos is artistic expression.

· Supreme Court decision supports freedom of digital expression.

· Increase in business – sex sells.
Solution:

· Icons or symbols

· Digital watermarks

· Digital fingerprints

· Should the government be required to regulate digital alterations with markings?
