COMP 4, Summer 2005 – Session II
Lab-02:  Web Browser Basics & Blackboard
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Total Points Possible: 25

Due Date: Wednesday, 29 June 2005 at 1:15 PM (start of class)

………………………………………………………………………………………………

BOOKS NEEDED

· Computer Concepts Textbook (for Beginners)

IMPORTANT INFO FOR ALL LAB ASSIGNMENTS

· Workbooks:  You will use the Office 2003 Shelly Cashman Workbook for most Office assignments, starting with Lab-03. 

· Work through the material in the order in which it is presented on the assignment sheet. Pay attention to new terms and the concepts you are learning.  

· Desktop: Some of the figures shown in your Office 2003 Workbook may not look exactly like your computer screen. That’s ok.

· Data files: Any necessary student data files will be available for download from the COMP 4 Web page. Let me know immediately if something is missing.

· Naming “Turn-in” files: Starting now, please use the COMP 4 file naming convention to name all “turn-in” files so I can identify them easily. The correct filenames are included with each assignment. Name them:

Lab<##>-<Keyword>-<LastFirst>

where:

· <##>  

is the lab assignment number (e.g. 01, 02, …);

· <Keyword>
is the keyword within the assignment (e.g. Budget, Resume, …);

· <LastFirst>
is your last and first names (e.g. GovindarajuNaga, …);

Examples:

· Lab02-Budget-SudAvneesh
· Lab04-November-GatesBill

· Lab04-Poster-MouseMickey

· Printing “Turn-in” Pages:  A “Turn-in” section appears at the end of each assignment that tells you precisely what to turn in and in what form (paper, disk, both, or email). Always save before you print. Print duplex (2-sided). 

· ATN Laboratory PC users: To save paper, print only your final documents after you’ve done everything asked. You will get notification when your print job is finished, so pick up printouts right away. If printing takes longer than usual, report the problem to the ATN lab assistant.

· ATN printer use policy: Limit each print job to 20 pages or less (shouldn’t be an issue for COMP 4). Print only a single copy of each job (use a Xerox machine if you need more copies). Print on two sides (duplex) whenever possible.

· Save your work: You can save your work on a floppy, a USB disk or any other backup media. Note that any work saved on the hard drive of lab computers will get erased when you log off. In Lab-03, you’ll learn how to make a backup copy of your work to a network drive [AFS Home (Drive H)] – you can use that if you are comfortable. Home PC users: You may, of course, save your assignments to your local hard drive, and make backups to floppy disks, zip disks, tape, etc.).

· Check Email: Check email before you start on an assignment in case I send helpful hints, corrections, etc.

IMPORTANT INFO FOR THIS LAB ASSIGNMENTS

· Netscape or Internet Explorer?
You may use either browser, or a different one if you prefer.  Most operate very similarly; once you’ve used one browser, it’s fairly easy to adjust to another.

· We include lots of information for beginners. While the more experienced users can simply peruse those sections and go right to the Lab Summary, we assume that everyone understands the fundamental concepts and terms presented

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

SECTION I:  LEARN AND PRACTICE  (30 minutes)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

A. BROWSER BASICS (FOR BEGINNERS)

Be sure to first Section C of Chapter 1 in the textbook (pages 26 – 34) before you begin.  In addition, if you are fairly new or inexperienced with using a Web browser, you should also work through Labs-1-C in the textbook (pg. 35), before you continue with this assignment.

B. URLs to explore

Visit the COMP 4 home page at http://www.cs.unc.edu/~sud/COMP4/ Click on Useful Links. Browse the pages listed there.

HINT:  Is a download taking FOREVER? Sometimes a Web page takes a long time to load [maybe there is a problem with the transfer and it gets hung up or there is a huge graphic file that’s taking forever].  You can click the Stop button to halt the Web page transfer from the server; then you can click that hyperlink again.  A second attempt may connect and transfer the page more quickly. 

C. Subject Indexes and Search Engines (understanding the difference)

If you are looking for a certain web page whose exact URL you do not know or if you simply want to find web pages that deal with a specific topic, then there are two main avenues for searching the Web.

· Subject index (or directory)

· A collection of links created and submitted by people, site creators or evaluators, and organized into subject categories. 

· The best are directories created by academic institutions such as universities, institutions, professional librarians, etc. 

· Some commercial directories are useful (such as yahoo.com), but don’t over-rely on them: they generally provide links that are sent in by content providers or by other users and there isn’t much quality control.

· Search engine

· A searchable database of Internet files collected by a Computer Program, sometimes called a web crawler, or spider, or robot, or worm.  An index is automatically created from the files it collects.

· Newer engines use clever heuristics and various selection criteria. For example, askjeeves.com and looksmart.com lead you to popular sites chosen by other users, while google.com prefers to return you those sites that are linked to by what they consider to be high quality sites.  Give those a try!

· Generally what you'll see on the search page is a small box in which to type your keyword phrase, and a Search, or Find, or Go Get It button to click on afterwards.  The search tool will return all of the pages that seem to match your request.   

· So which should I use for my research?

· Generally speaking, subject indexes are useful for broad topics, and to gain access to sites selected and annotated by human experts.

· Search engines are good for narrow/more obscure topics, or to find a specific site.

· Try out the following subject indexes

· http://vlib.org, http://www.hotsheet.com  

· Follow some of the subject links, and their links, until you find something of interest.

· Go down as deeply as you please.

· Try out the following search engines:

· www.google.com, www.altavista.com, www.excite.com
· Notice the blank white box to the left of the Search button.

· Click on it and type in a few key words (for example, French Merlot wines).

· Then click on the Search button.

· Now check out the links it returns to you (you may need to scroll down the page).

· Click on some of the first few links that look appropriate to your search.  How did it do?

· Hint: If you do not find what you're searching for with one tool, try changing your keywords, or try a different tool altogether.  

· Note:  Tired of getting two zillion hits for every search you try?  Learn simple and useful hints at the Search Engine Page:  http://www.searchenginewatch.com/facts/math.html
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

SECTION II:  Your Browser Assignment (FOR POINTS)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

D. MULTITASKING

You will launch both a browser of your choice and Microsoft Word.  You will do a bit more Web exploring, and then type in your Word document the particulars that the assignment calls for under Minimum Requirements, below.  Then you’ll print the Word document and turn that in, with your disk.  We expect no formatting or fancy stuff in that Word document; just press the <ENTER> key a few times to leave space between items so your document is readable.  Format as much or as little as you like.

INSTRUCTIONS

· Close (exit) all open applications.  Insert one of your labeled disks.

· Launch your Internet browser again. Notice the browser's button on the Taskbar.

· Launch Microsoft Word from the Start Menu (Start, Programs, Microsoft Word).  Notice the Word button is now also on the Taskbar.  If an annoying paper clip pops up offering you suggestions, click on Help on the menu bar. Now click on Hide the Office Assistant.

· On the first line of the document, type your name and press <ENTER>

· On the second line, type COMP 4 Summer 2005, Section 2 and press <ENTER>

· Then press <ENTER> a couple times.

· Don’t worry about any squiggly underlines that might appear, they won’t be printed.  

· Press the Save button (or go to File menu, Save). The first time you save any document, you must select the location where you want it to be stored:

· Click the black drive list down arrow (found next to Save in; you may need to scroll up)

· Name the file  Lab02-WebPages-LastFirst

· Click on Save.

· Once you’ve saved a file to the A: floppy disk drive, the system remembers where you stored it, so then just clicking the Save button saves it again at the same location (and thereby overrides the previous content). Each time you Save the file you are working on (after the initial Save), the previous disk file is replaced with the content that is currently stored in memory. These are extremely important concepts, so read that again. You’ll learn lots more about file management in Lab-03.

· You will copy text from different browser windows, and paste it to the Word document that you just created.  Instructions coming.

· Remember to SAVE your Word document EARLY and OFTEN!

· Minimum requirements: 
1. First, you must find three Web pages from different sites using three different techniques that you learned here (e.g. a search engine; a subject index; typing in the URL; a link from another page; etc.). Do not use COMP4 pages or links that we have provided here.

2. Each Web page should represent one of the three categories listed below (e.g. find a separate Web page for all three categories):

A. FANTASY PET:  A page on any animal, real or imaginary that you’d like to have as a pet. The more bizarre the better. Manatee, ring-tailed lemur, Cyborg, wookie, but dogs and cats are fine too.

B. DON'T KNOW MUCH ABOUT:  A page relating to a topic that you don't know much about but have an interest in.  Most anything will do. Poker rules, collecting Beanie Babies, keeping score in tennis, how to grow tomatoes, whatever.

C. FOREIGN COUNTRIES:  Pick a foreign country. Find some Web page with information about its population, size, language, or currency.

3. For each of the three Web pages, provide the six pieces of information requested below, and type or copy/paste them into your Word document (in other words, you’ll supply the following six pieces of info three times).  After each piece of info, press the <ENTER> key two times for readability.  Press <ENTER> a few more times in between each of the three Web page descriptions so they are easy to distinguish.

4. For each of the three Web pages type or copy/paste:

a) Letter (e.g. A, B, …) and Category (e.g. Fantasy Pet, …).  

(type)

b) Complete URL of the Web page           



(copy and paste)

       Trouble? When you find text in an Internet Explorer or Netscape textbox or window that you want to copy, first drag the cursor over that text until the entire block you want is highlighted; then select the Copy from the browser's Edit menu (or press <CTRL> and <C>).  That text is now stored in the PC’s clipboard (temporary memory). Now go back to your Word document, and click the I-beam cursor at the position in the Word document where you want the text inserted, and then select Paste from the Word Edit menu (or press <CTRL> and <V>).

c) Web page’s Title.





(type)

d) Briefly explain the method you used to find that Web page.  
(type)
Examples:

· AltaVista search engine with the keywords “blah blah blah.”

· Found it as a link from the Disney home page.

· Used www.askjeeves.com with the question:  “How do I yadda yadda?”.

e) Copy and paste a paragraph from the Web page itself.

(copy and paste)

f) Type your reaction to what you found on that page.


(type) 
A paragraph or two will suffice.  Include comments about the page that we may find of interest:  Did anything you find surprise you?  Did it meet your expectations?  Was it helpful? Interesting? A bust?  Pure junk?  Briefly, why? 


5. When you finish for all three Web pages, Save and PRINT your Word document.  EXIT all open applications.

E. Using the Blackboard

1. Upload the word document using the Assignment submission tool on blackboard.unc.edu. For details on using the blackboard, look at the guidelines and how-to on the download page of the class website.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

TURN IN
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· The printed Microsoft Word document with required descriptions of the three Web pages you found.

· Upload the document on blackboard.unc.edu

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

SUMMARY
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· Create a Word Document

· Write your name at the top.

· Save it as Lab02-WebPages-LastFirst
· Open a web browser.

· Use different techniques (search engine, index, type URL, link, etc.) to find three different web sites that relate to the following:

A. FANTASY PET.

B. DON'T KNOW MUCH ABOUT

C. FOREIGN COUNTRIES

· For each of the three Web pages type or copy/paste:

a) Category (e.g. Fantasy Pet, …) and letter (e.g. A, B, ..)

(type)

b) Complete URL of the Web page           



(copy and paste)

c) Web page’s Title.





(type)

d) Briefly explain the method you used to find that Web page.  
(type)

e) Copy and paste a paragraph from the Web page itself.

(copy and paste)

f) Type your reaction to what you found on that page.


(type) 

· Print the Word Document (two-sided).

· Save the Word Document as Lab02-WebPages-LastFirst
· Upload the Word Document on blackboard.unc.edu

